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What has 
happened in 
Detroit over 
the past 10 
years? 



Dramatic 
change is 
visible 

COMING SOON



Detroit’s 
population 
decline has 
slowed, 
perhaps 
stopped



Some things 
are a little 
better

2008 2017 Change

Unemployment rate 20.4% 15.8% - 23%

College graduates 25 
and older

52,977 63,600 + 20%

College graduates 25 
to 34

10,440 17,470 +67%



Some things 
got worse, 
but have 
since gotten 
back to 
where they 
were in 2008

2008 2012 2017

Poverty rate 33.3% 42.3% 34.5%

Child poverty rate 46.4% 59.4% 48.2%

Vacant units 101,737 113,568 99,165



Other 
things, 
though, 
have gotten 
worse. 

2008 2017 Change

Married-couples 
with children

25,149 17,528 - 30%

Homeowners 140,523 126,235 - 10%

Households 
receiving SNAP

83,932 97,979 + 17%

Renters spending 
30% or more for 
rent

49.8% 58.7% +18%



Detroit is losing 
its middle  
neighborhoods

Census tracts 
with median 
income of 
$40,000 or 
higher in 2016 
dollars

2000

2016



Detroit has 
stopped 
losing jobs, 
but fewer 
and fewer 
Detroiters 
hold them. 

115,000 

                         
59,000

Who works
in Detroit?



⚫Despite massive 
investment (mostly by 
Dan Gilbert) and 
visible revival in 
downtown and 
Midtown, most 
Detroiters are no 
better off than 10 
years ago, and many 
Detroit neighborhoods 
are either stuck in 
place or losing ground. 

Where do 
we go from 
here? 



Focus on neighborhoods

⚫Concentrated 
poverty and 
neighborhood 
decline are far 
larger issues in 
Detroit than 
gentrification. 



Can we 
ensure that 
every 
neighborhood 
in Detroit 
meets 
minimum 
standards of 
health and 
safety? 

⚫Provide effective health and 
safety regulation of rental 
housing
⚫Ensure vacant houses are 

demolished and vacant lots 
are clean and green
⚫Address public safety



Can we 
stabilize 
struggling 
neighborhood
s before they 
decline 
further?

⚫Rebuild housing markets and 
support homeownership

⚫Address growing blight of vacant 
properties

⚫Foster social cohesion and 
community engagement

⚫Ensure public safety and 
educational opportunities



Focus on opportunity 

⚫Enabling people to 
escape poverty is 
the only path to an 
equitable and 
diverse future 
Detroit.  



Can we 
effectively 
address 
concentrate
d 
multi-gener
ational 
poverty in  
Detroit ?

⚫Provide the integrated system 
needed to enable Detroiters 
to get and hold decent jobs
⚫Provide an educational system 

that propels Detroit youth to 
opportunity, not failure. 



Can this 
be done? 

⚫ It is about resources, but it is more about 
choices.

⚫We (city officials, legislators, bankers, 
corporate executives, foundation 
executives, and advocates) choose our 
priorities. 

⚫We choose how to design policies, 
allocate resources and pursue our goals. 

⚫How will we choose? 



Thank 
you. 


